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What is the IRS Data Retrieval Tool (IRS DRT)? 

The IRS DRT provides tax data that automatically fills in information for part of the FAFSA® form, as well as 

for the income-driven repayment plan application for federal student loan borrowers.   

 
The IRS DRT remains the fastest, most accurate way to input your tax return information into the FAFSA form. 

Additionally, using the IRS DRT to enter your tax information into the FAFSA form may reduce the amount of 

paperwork you need to provide to your school later. 

 

 

Is the IRS DRT available with the 2018‒19 FAFSA® form? 

Yes, additional privacy and security enhancements were added. You can use the IRS DRT to transfer your tax 

information into the 2018–19 FAFSA form if you’re eligible. 

 

How has the IRS DRT changed? 

For your privacy, the tax information you transfer from the IRS into your FAFSA form won’t be visible to you. 

Instead, you will see “Transferred from the IRS” in the appropriate fields on fafsa.gov, the IRS DRT web page, 

and on the Student Aid Report.  Also, if you filed an amended tax return, you now may be eligible to use the 

IRS DRT. 
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How will I know that the correct information has been transferred? 

The tax return information that is being transferred into the FAFSA form is coming directly from the 2016 tax 

return you filed with the IRS. Your school’s financial aid office will have access to the transferred information 

and will follow up with you directly if they notice any issues or need additional information. 

Can I change the tax return information that I transfer into the FAFSA® form via the IRS 

DRT? 

No. Information you transfer via the IRS DRT cannot be changed. Remember, the information transferred is 

coming from your filed 2016 tax return, so it should not need to be changed. If your financial situation has 

changed or you filed a 1040X amended return, contact your school’s financial aid office to discuss whether it 

would be appropriate for the school to adjust the information on your FAFSA form. 

Can I see the tax return information transferred via the IRS DRT on my Student Aid Report 

(SAR)? 

No. Tax return information transferred via the IRS DRT will not be visible on the IRS DRT website, on 

fafsa.gov, or on your SAR. 

If I enter my tax information manually, will I be able to see it? 

Yes. Tax return information that’s entered manually will be visible on fafsa.gov and on your SAR. 

 


